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SUBJECT: GERMAN SOCIALISTS VISIT THE HAGUE 

REF: 75 THE HAGUE 5023 

1 . LAST WEEKEND SPD DELEGATION LED BY FORMER CHANCELLOR WILLY 
BRANDT VISITED THE NETHERLANDS FOR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DUTCH 
SOCIALIST PARTY (PVDA). THE BRANDT GROUP, 15 STRONG, ALSO IN- 
CLUDED MFA STATE SECRETARY WISCHNEWSKI, MOD STATE SECRETARY 
SCHMIDT AND DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION STATE SECRETARY ALVIN BRUECK. 
ON THE DUTCH SIDE PARTY CHAIRMAN MRS. VAN DEN HEUVEL, PRIME MINI- 
STER DEN UYL, FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL, AND DEVELOPMENT 
MINISTER PRONK TOOK PART IN THE DISCUSSIONS. 

2. FOR THE DUTCH SOCIALISTS, THE VISIT IS ONE OF A SCHEDULED 
SERIES OF CONTACTS WITH SISTER PARTIES IN EUROPE. FRENCH AND 
SWEDISH SOCIALISTS ARE EXPECTED IN THE NETHERLANDS LATER THIS 
SPRING. FOR THE GERMANS, THE VISIT WAS ENTIRELY A PARTY AFFAIR. 

THE GERMAN EMBASSY, SOMEWHAT TO THE DISMAY OF AMBASSADOR OBER- 
MAYER, WAS NOT INVOLVED OTHER THAN IN PROVIDING DAILY COPIES OF 
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THE GERMAN PRESS TO THE DELEGATION S HOTEL IN AMSTERDAM. 
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3. THE VISIT SEEMS TO HAVE IMPROVED RELATIONS BETWEEN MRS. VAN 
DEN HEUVEL AND BRANDT. THESE HAD COOLED LAST YEAR AFTER MRS. VAN 
DEN HEUVEL, UPON RETURNING FROM A TRIP TO EAST GERMANY, SAID THE 
BERLIN WALL WAS JUSTIFIED (THE HAGUE 5023). REPORTEDLY, BRANDT 
ISSUED HER AN INVITATION TO VISIT THE FRG FOR FURTHER TALKS 

WHICH SHE ACCEPTED WITH PLEASURE. 

4. ON SUBSTANCE, TOO, THE VISIT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN USEFUL. 

BRANDT TOLD THE PRESS AFTERWARDS THAT BOTH PARTIES WERE BASICALLY 
AGREED ON MAJOR ISSUES, ALTHOUGH HE ACKNOWLEDGED DIFFERENCES ON 
DEVELOPMENT AID. HERE, BRANDT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE DUTCH WERE 
PREPARED TO MAKE GREATER SACRIFICES AND HE EXPRESSED REGRET THIS 
WAS NOT THE CASE IN THE FRG. BRANDT CALLED THE DISCUSSIONS FRANK, 
COMRADELY AND CONSTRUCTIVE. MRS. VAN DEN HEUVEL SAID THEY WERE 
VERY FRIENDLY BUT VERY FRANK. EVIDENTLY THE GERMANS WERE SOME- 
WHAT MORE POSITIVE THAN THE DUTCH ABOUT THE TINDEMANS REPORT. 

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DUTCH DELEGATION NOTED THE IMPORTANCE THE 
GERMANS ATTACHED TO FREE-MARKET PRINCIPLES, SUGGESTING A SOMEWHAT 
DIFFERENT EMPHASIS ON THE PART OF THE DUTCH SOCIALISTS. ACCORD- 
ING TO MRS. VAN DEN HEUVEL, BOTH PARTIES AGREED THAT SPAIN COULD 
NOT BE ADMITTED TO THE EEC UNTIL DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS WERE FULLY 
RESTORED. ON EUROPEAN SECURITY ISSUES, THERE WERE ALSOPPRESS 
REPORTS ABOUT DIFFERENCES OF EMPHASIS-WITH THE GERMANS PRE- 
SUMABLY IMPRESSING ON THEIR DUTCH COLLEAGUES THE NEED FOR A 
STRONG WESTERN DEFENSE POSTURE. A LARGE MEASURE OF UNANIMITY 
SEEMS TO HAVE COME OUT OF DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE POWERS OF THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE UNDESIRABILITY OF EUROPEAN SUMMITS 
OR DIRECTORATES. 

5. THE MEETING HAS ATTRACTED A FAIR AMOUNT OF DUTCH PRESS COM- 
MENT. THE LEADING INDEPENDENT LIBERAL DAILY "NRC HANDELSBLAD" 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT DIFFERENCES OF EMPHASIS MIGHT DISGUISE 
FAIRLY IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES OF OPINION. THE PAPER WENT ON TO 
SAY THAT THE DUTCH PARTICIPANTS HAD BEEN MOSTLY ON THE DEFENSIVE, 
COMMENTING THAT FOR THEM THIS CONFRONTATION "WITH REALITY" NO 
DOUBT HAD WIDENED THEIR HORIZONS. "NRC HANDELSBLAD" THOUGHT THAT 
THE GERMANS HAD RAISED THE LEVEL OF REALISM AMONG THE DUTCH 
SOCIALISTS AND MIGHT HAVE CONVINCED THE DUTCH LABOR PARTY LEADER- 
SHIP OF THE NECESSITY TO OFFER RESISTANCE TO "IDEALISTIC- 
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ROMANTIC VIEWS STILL RAMPANT WITHIN THIS PARTY." SOCIALIST "HET 
PAROOL" THOUGHT THE MEETING HAD BEEN USEFUL IN CEMENTING RELATIONS 
NOT ONLY BETWEEN THE PARTIES BUT ALSO THE TWO COUNTRIES AND DREW 
ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT BOTH DUTCH AND GERMAN SOCIALISTS 
REJECTED ANY FORM OF COOPERATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS. INDEPENDENT 
CONSERVATIVE "ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD" RECALLED PVDA CRITICISM OF NATO 
AT ITS PARTY CONGRESS LAST YEAR, WHICH IT SAID HAD GIVEN RISE TO 
ALARM IN THE FRG. IT ALSO MADE MENTION OF THE PROBLEM OF 
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POLLUTION OF THE RHINE WHICH REMAINS A BONE OF CONTENTION BETWEEN 
BOTH COUNTRIES. 

GOULD 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SOCIALISM, PRESS COMMENTS, PARTY LEADERS, VISITS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976THEHA01235 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760085-0155 
From: THE HAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760388/aaaaczuc.tel 

Line Count: 118 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 THE HAGUE 5023 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 MAR 2004 by MartinML>; APPROVED <08 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GERMAN SOCIALISTS VISIT THE HAGUE 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, GE, NL, SPD, PVDA, (BRANDT, WILLY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



